
RENEWABLE ENERGY FOR NEWSTEAD 
 

An invitation to contribute to a survey of current and future energy options 
 

The purpose of this survey is: 
l to find out about current sources of electricity and water heating in Newstead 
l to examine the interest in adopting renewable energy 
l to identify barriers to adopting renewable energy systems 

 
In May last year at the Newstead 2021 Summit, our community identified energy as a key issue for the 
town, and talked about the importance of: 
l reducing our global warming carbon dioxide emissions 
l increasing the use of power from renewable sustainable sources rather than non-renewable coal 
l using new systems for energy production e.g. Electricity from solar photovoltaic panels, and hot 

water from the sun. 
 
This survey is a first step by our community to act on these issues.  Information from the survey will 
help determine the level of interest in the bulk purchase of solar hot water and /or solar power 
systems. 
 
Currently the Mount Alexander Sustainability Group (MASG) is offering to assist our involvement in 
solar systems for households through a bulk-buy scheme.  It includes organising installation and 
contracts with installers, as well as guidance on applying for rebates.  This offer however ends on 13th 
April.  The current government rebate scheme will change on 30th June 2009.  Note: If you are 
interested in this scheme, please return this survey no later than 12th April to the RTC pigeon hole.  
 
How you can help: 
l fill out this survey 
l return it to the N2021 pigeon hole at the RTC by April 30, or call Allex to arrange collection of 

the survey by that date.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 GOOD REASONS FOR CONSIDERING ALTERNATIVE RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS: 

 
1.  Reducing carbon dioxide emissions and 
reducing our power bills: 
Solar energy is a renewable and free, sustainable 
and inexhaustible, unlike fossil fuels which are 
finite.  It is also non-polluting and does not emit 
global warming gases when producing electricity.  
Electricity generated by the sun can supply most of 
your power needs in warmer months, and 
contribute significantly to household and business 
energy for the rest of the year, depending on the 
size of the solar system you install.    
 
2. Government rebates are financially 
attractive at this time: 
Currently, interest in alternative energy is high, 
and governments are prepared to encourage this 
by providing rebates for installing hot water 
services, solar power systems, water tanks, etc.  
The current Federal Government rebate of $8000 

(means-tested) for solar electric systems ends on 
June 30, this year.   
 
3. Contact your electricity provider about 
switching to GreenPower.  
A switch to government accredited renewable 
energy known as GreenPower will: 
 a. help cut greenhouse gas emissions 
 b. drive demand for renewable energy 

c. help reduce water consumption. 
Renewable energy generators use much less 
water than coal and gas powered stations. 
d. One provider is offering 20% GreenPower 
to business s at no extra cost. (info at RTC) 
* You can contact your provider or 
contact the RTC for information about 
GreenPower 

 

 
Watch the Newstead Echo for a story on the survey results.  Thanks for your support. 

We acknowledge the generous support of the  
Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance – Castlemaine 500 Project



 
 

Energy Questionnaire 
 
(Tick the box that applies to you) For longer answers, please feel free to write on the back of this 
sheet. 

How do you heat your household water? 
o Electric hot water system 
o  - overnight heating 
o  - daytime heating 
o Instant gas   
o Solar hot water system 
o Wood stove/heater 
o Other (please specify):   
 

…………………………………………………………………… 
 
Do you have a back-up system to heat 
water? 
l Gas (please specify)  
 
………………………………………..………………………… 
o        Electric 
o   Wood stove/heater 
o   Other (please state):  
 
........................................................... 
 

What is your current source of 
household/business electricity? 
o Commercial provider (e.g. Origin) 
o GreenPower through a commercial 

provider (Accredited Renewable 
Energy) 

o Solar electric (photovoltaic) panels 
connected to the grid 

o Stand alone (non-grid connected) 
solar electric system  

l Other (e.g. wind, petrol/diesel 
generator) Please name:   

 

……………………………………………………………………… 
(more room on the back of this sheet) 
Would you consider alternative sources 
of electricity and water heating? 
Yes - What kinds          o No  
 
...............................................................
. 
 

 
What currently stops you from installing 
alternative sources of power and water 
heating? 
o Too expensive 
o Lack of information 
o Hard to figure out real costs and 

rebates 
o Uncertainty about level of supply and 

efficiency 
o     Other (Please state):   

 
……………………………..………………………………………. 

 
Would you be interested in participating 
in a bulk-buy scheme for: 
* Solar Hot Water?     
o yes   o maybe later   o no thanks 
 

* Solar Power (photovoltaic)?     
o yes   o maybe later   o no thanks 

 
How can we help? 
o Show how solar power works in other 

people’s houses and businesses 
o Run a forum in Newstead that 

provides hands-on experience and 
access to technical expertise 

o Explain how government rebates work 
o Provide information about Green 

Power and how to switch to a 
government accredited renewable 
energy provider. 

o Other (Please state): 
 

............................................................. 
 

............................................................. 
 
Do you run an air conditioner for part of 
the year?   
 o  Yes  o  No 

Name (optional):       o owner, or o tenant 

Address:           

Phone:   email: 
 

Thank you for completing this survey.   
If you have any queries or need help with this survey, please call Allex Hall on 5476 2752. Please leave your 

completed survey form at the Newstead Rural Transaction Centre by April 30th 
Or call Allex and arrange for collection by that date.  Thanks. 

Please note that any information you provide will be treated confidentially 
We acknowledge the generous support of the Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance – 

Castlemaine 500 Project for this project 
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